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Horse Biosecurity Plan


Club details
Club: __________________________________________
Venue: _________________________________________
Venue Property Identification Code (PIC), if applicable: __________________
Approval date: __________________________________
Review date: ____________________________________
Club Biosecurity Officer/Horse Health Steward: __________________________
Contact number: _________________________________
Veterinarian/on-call veterinary practice: _______________________________
Contact number: _________________________________
Emergency Animal Disease Hotline: 1800 675 888

1. Purpose
The purpose of this plan is to reduce the risk of infectious diseases being brought onto, spread within or carried away from club activities.
Biosecurity is everyone’s responsibility. The club, event officials, horse owners, riders, coaches, volunteers, contractors and visitors must follow this plan and any directions given by the Club Biosecurity Officer, veterinarian or government authority.
This plan applies to all club activities and competitions involving horses.

2. Responsibilities
The Club will:
· appoint a Club Biosecurity Officer or Horse Health Steward (responsible person) for each activity
· have contact details for a veterinarian who can be called if required
· provide participants with the club’s biosecurity requirements
· identify an area where an unwell horse can be safely separated from other horses
· maintain accurate horse attendance records
· provide suitable handwashing, horse watering and waste disposal facilities
· keep shared facilities reasonably clean
· respond promptly if a horse becomes unwell
· follow any directions issued by a veterinarian, NSW Government authority or Equestrian NSW.
Horse owners and persons responsible for horses must:
· only bring healthy horses to club activities
· monitor their horse’s health before travelling
· not bring a horse that may have an infectious illness or has recently been in contact with an infected or suspected horse
· provide accurate owner, horse and property details
· bring their own feed and water containers
· report any sign of illness immediately
· follow the directions of club officials and veterinarians.

3. Before a club activity
The organising committee or event organiser will:
· appoint the Club Biosecurity Officer (responsible person)
· confirm the veterinarian or veterinary practice that will be contacted if required
· check for any current government animal disease alerts or movement restrictions
· identify the isolation area
· ensure cleaning and disinfecting supplies are available
· ensure participants can fill individual water buckets
· ensure communal water troughs will not be used
· ensure handwashing or hand sanitising facilities are available
· plan stable, yard and float parking areas to reduce close contact between horses
· include the club’s horse health requirements in entry information
· prepare a horse attendance record.
Where a club hires a venue, the club will confirm which biosecurity responsibilities are managed by the club and which are managed by the venue operator.

4. Horse health and entry requirements
A horse must not attend a club activity if it:
· appears unwell
· has a fever, coughing or unusual nasal discharge
· has unexplained diarrhoea
· has unusual neurological signs, weakness or poor coordination
· has unexplained swelling, skin lesions or other signs of infectious disease
· has been in contact with a horse suspected or confirmed to have an infectious disease
· is subject to a government movement restriction or veterinary isolation requirement.
Owners should monitor their horse closely during the days before an activity. This should include checking that the horse is eating, drinking and behaving normally.
The club may refuse entry or require a horse to leave or move to the isolation area where there is a reasonable concern about its health. Any movement of an unwell horse must be based on veterinary advice.

5. Arrival and attendance records
The club will record, as far as reasonably practicable:
· the horse’s registered or stable name
· a description, microchip number or other identifying information
· the name and contact number of the owner or person responsible
· the rider or driver’s name
· the PIC or address of the property where the horse normally lives
· arrival and departure dates and times
· stable allocation, where applicable.
Attendance records must also be maintained for all activities.
Records will be stored securely and retained for at least six months so horses and people can be contacted if disease tracing is required.

6. Biosecurity during the activity
Participants must:
· use their own feed bins, water buckets and equipment
· not allow horses to drink directly from communal troughs
· not share feed, water buckets, bits, grooming equipment or other equipment unless it has been properly cleaned
· avoid unnecessary nose-to-nose contact between horses from different properties
· avoid tying horses where they may contact horses from another property
· wash or sanitise their hands after handling an unfamiliar or unwell horse
· keep feed protected from contamination
· place manure, bedding and waste in designated areas
· immediately report an unwell horse to a club official.
The club will, where practical:
· limit unnecessary public access to stable and horse holding areas
· separate horses from different properties where space allows
· manage vehicle and horse movements through clearly identified areas
· keep wash bays, stables, yards and shared equipment reasonably clean
· make sure the isolation area is not used for general horse holding.

7. Isolation area
The club will identify an isolation area before horses arrive.
The isolation area should:
· be as far as reasonably possible from other horses and public areas
· have a safe place to hold or stable a horse
· have separate equipment and water containers
· allow access by a veterinarian
· minimise shared traffic, drainage and contact with other horses.
People, equipment, feed and waste used in the isolation area must be kept separate from those used for other horses.

8. If a horse becomes unwell
The following steps will be taken:
1. The owner or person responsible must notify the Organising Committee immediately.
2. The horse must be kept away from other horses. If safe to do so, it will be moved to the designated isolation area.
3. Contact between the horse and other people, horses and shared equipment will be limited.
4. A veterinarian will be contacted for advice.
5. The horse’s temperature, signs of illness, recent movements and contacts will be recorded where this can be done safely.
6. The suspect horse and other horses must not be moved from the venue until the veterinarian or relevant government authority provides advice.
7. Equipment used with the horse must not be used with another horse.
8. People handling the horse must use appropriate hygiene measures and avoid contact with other horses until they have cleaned their hands, clothing, footwear and equipment.
9. The club will identify horses and people that may have had contact with the unwell horse.
10. Other participants will be informed where necessary, without unnecessary speculation or disclosure of personal information.
Where an unusual or serious disease is suspected, the veterinarian, Club Biosecurity Officer or horse owner should contact the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline on 1800 675 888.
The club will follow all directions given by the veterinarian or government authority.

9. Cleaning and disinfection
Cleaning must be completed before disinfectant is applied.
The general process is:
1. Remove horses, equipment, manure, bedding, feed and other loose material.
2. Wash or scrub surfaces using water and detergent.
3. Rinse surfaces where required.
4. Apply a suitable disinfectant according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
5. Allow the required contact time.
6. Allow the area and equipment to dry before reuse.
Equipment used in an isolation area must be cleaned separately. Waste and bedding from an isolation area must be managed in accordance with veterinary or government advice.
Disposable gloves and other contaminated materials must be placed in a secure waste container.



10. Disease outbreak or government standstill
If an emergency animal disease or significant infectious disease is suspected, the club may need to:
· stop horses entering or leaving the venue
· close or control venue entry and exit points
· suspend or cancel the activity
· isolate affected and in-contact horses
· restrict access to horse areas
· record all horse, person and vehicle movements
· provide attendance records to authorised officers
· arrange feed, water and welfare support for horses that cannot leave
· communicate instructions to participants
· notify Equestrian NSW
· follow all directions issued by the relevant government authority.
No person may disregard a government movement restriction or attempt to remove a horse without approval.

11. After the activity
Following the activity, the club will or organise to:
· clean shared stables, yards, wash bays and equipment
· safely dispose of manure, bedding and other waste
· securely store attendance records
· record and review any biosecurity concerns
· advise attendees if the club is later notified of a potentially infectious horse
· cooperate with veterinary or government disease tracing.
Owners should notify the club promptly if a horse becomes unwell after attending a club activity and there is a possibility that other horses may have been exposed.

12. Communication and training
Committee members and relevant volunteers will be made familiar with:
· the location of the isolation area
· the name and contact details of the Club Biosecurity Officer
· the veterinary contact arrangements
· the steps to take if a horse becomes unwell
· the location of cleaning and hygiene supplies
· the Emergency Animal Disease Hotline number.
Biosecurity requirements will be included in event information, entry conditions or participant briefings.

13. Review of this plan
This plan will be reviewed:
· at least every two years
· after a biosecurity incident
· when new government or Equestrian NSW requirements are introduced.
Government directions and veterinary advice take priority over this plan.

Event-day biosecurity checklist
Before horses arrive, confirm that:
☐ A Club Biosecurity Officer or Responsible Person has been appointed.
☐ Veterinary contact details are available.
☐ The isolation area is available and clearly identified.
☐ Attendance and horse records are ready.
☐ Handwashing or hand sanitising facilities are available.
☐ Participants can fill their own water buckets.
☐ Communal water troughs are not available for use.
☐ Cleaning and disinfecting supplies are available.
☐ Waste and manure disposal areas are identified.
☐ Club officials know what to do if a horse becomes unwell.
☐ Any current government disease alerts have been checked.

Suggested participant declaration
By entering or attending this activity, I confirm that:
· the horse is healthy and fit to attend
· the horse is not showing signs of an infectious or contagious illness
· to the best of my knowledge, the horse has not recently been in contact with a horse suspected or confirmed to have an infectious disease
· the horse is not subject to a movement restriction or veterinary isolation requirement
· the horse and property information I have provided is accurate
· I will immediately report any sign of illness to a club official
· I agree to follow the club’s biosecurity plan and any directions given by club officials, veterinarians or government authorities.
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